ROSH HASHANAH 5770 (SECOND DAY) SERMONBY RABBI ASHER LOPATIN

THE ORTHODOX UNION INVITED ME AND ABOUT 30 OTHERRABBIS FORA TRIP TO WASHINGTON TOGO
TOCONGRESS AND THE WHITE HOUSE TOLOBBY THEM FORTHE ISSUES THE OU IS TRYING TOPUSH
FOR:AMONG THEM HELPING NOTFORPROFITSTO RETROFITENERGY SYSTEMS, GET MONEY FROM
HOMELAND SECURITY FORSYNAGOGUE SECURITY— WHICH ANSHE SHOLOM HAS BARUCH HASHEM
RECEIVED — AND PUSH FORMAXIMAL SUPPORTFORISRAELAND FORAN UNDIVIDED JERUSALEM. NOT
THE MOST PROGRESSIVE OREXPANSIVE AGENDA, BUT WHAT BOTHERED RACHEL WAS THATTHIS ONE
AND HALFDAY TRIP WAS SCHEDULED FORTHE WEEK OF ROSH HASHANAH!! AND THIS FROM AN
ORTHODOX SYNAGOGUE ORGANIZATION!  WHEN | CALLEDFROM DC ON MONDAY NIGHTAND TOLD
RACHELTHATI WAS TAKING THE 8:30 FLIGHTBACK TOCHICAGO THE NEXTDAY, SHE DIDN’TGET
UPSET ON THE PHONE. | THOUGHTTHATWAS STRANGE — BUT IN TURNS OUTSHE THOUGHTIT WAS
8:30 AM, AND MY FLIGHTWAS 8:30 PM — LUCKILYSHE DIDN’T REALIZE THATTILLTHE NEXT DAY....

THERE WERE SO MANY FASCINATING DETAILSOF THE TRIP THATI CAN'T WAIT TOSHARE; WE
SCHMOOZED WITH ELLIOCTABRAMS, CONSERVATIVE REPUBLICAN HAWK, AND WITH CONGRESSMAN
HOWARD BERMAN, LIBERALDEMOCRATIC LEADER, AND WITHSENATORS GALORE, WITH DAVID
AXLEROD AND DENNIS ROSS AND CHUCK SCHUMAR OF COURSE THE BELOVED JOSEPH

LIEBERMAN. WALLTO WALLSENATORSAND REPRESENTATIVES AND WHITE HOUSE OPERATIVES. BUT
| WOULD LIKE TO FOCUS ON THE FEW MOMENTS WHERE TRUE CHARACTERCAME THROUGH, WHERE
THERE WAS OPENNESS AND TENDERNESS IN FRONTOF OURGROUP. SUCCESSFULPOLITICIANS, AND
SOME EVEN SEASONED POLITICIANS, REALLYSEEMED TOOPEN UP THEIRHEARTS.

WE HEARD OVER LUNCH FROM THE NEW SENATORFROM NEW YORK —KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND, A YOUNG
WOMAN FROM UPSTATE NEW YORK, NOT THATFAMILIARWITH THE JEWISH COMMUNITY. SHE TALKED
ABOUTHERRECENTVISIT TOISRAELAND HEARING FROM A KID IN SDEIROTWHO ASKED FORJUSTONE
THING: THATTHE ROCKETS WOULD FALLLATERIN THE DAY, AFTERCLASSES STARTED SO THATSHE WOULD
NOTALWAYS HAVE TOWAKE UP AT THE CRACK OF DAWN TOGET TOSCHOOLIN TIME TOBEAT THE
SIRENS. AS JEWS, MANY OF US WHO HAVE VISITED SDEIROT, WE KNOW WHAT OUR BROTHERSAND
SISTERS, ADULTSAND CHILDREN, ARE FEELING. BUT SENATORGILLIBRAND BEGAN CRYING. AND
THESE WERE NOTJUSTA FEW SECONDS OF TEARING UP FORAFFECT; SENATORGILLIBRAND COULD NOT
GET OUTOF THIS CRYING — SHE CRIED THROUGH THE RESTOF HERTALKWITHUS. SHE APOLOGIZED
THATSHE HAD TWOSICK CHILDREN AT HOME — BUT, CLEARLY, THE CHILDREN OF SDEIROTHAD ENTERED
HERHEART— SOMETHING HAD STRUCKHERDEEP DOWN, AND THIS SENATORWAS OPEN ENOUGH TO
FEELIT— TOLIVE THE PAIN.



MANY HAVE PROBABLY HEARD THE STORY OF DAVID AXLEROD'S DAUGHTER— WHO SUFFERED FROM
SEVERE AND CONSTANTEPILEPTIC SEIZURES UNTILAFTERMANY YEARS OF THESE SEIZURES, THEY
FINALLYFOUND A PILL— KEPRA — TOSTOP THEM. SHE IS DEVELOPMENTALLYDISABLED, AND SHE
REMAINS BEHIND IN CHICAGO WITHMR. AXLEROD'S WIFE. HE SPOKE MOVINGLY ABOUT HOW
DIFFICULTIT WAS TOSAY GOODBYE TOHIS DAUGHTER— SHE WANTED TOKNOW WHY PRESIDENT
OBAMA NEEDED HERDAD’S HELP SO MUCH. CERTAINLY DAVID AXELRODIS A MASTERPOLITICIAN,
AND HE CERTAINLYHAS USED THIS STORY MANY TIMES. BUTTHE CONSENSUS OF THE RABBIS THERE
WITHME WAS THATHE REALLYWAS SINCERE. “DVARIM HAYOTZIM MIN HALEV NICHNASIM EL
HALEV” — THINGS LEAVING THE HEARTENTERTHE HEART. EVEN IF MR. AXLEROD WAS MANIPULATING
US, ITWAS BECAUSE HE UNDERSTOOD THATBEING IN TOUCH WITH HIS OWN DIFFICULTIES IN LIFE—
FEELING THEM, RECOGNIZING THEM, AND BEING WILLINGTOOPEN UP ABOUTTHEM — IS THE HUMAN
BEING AT HIS ORHER STRONGEST, NOTWEAKEST. THAT GOD MAKES US POWERFULWHEN WE CAN
REALLYFEELTHE JOY AND THE SADNESS AROUND US — THE JOY OF ISRAELAND THE SADNESS OF THE
CHILDREN OF SDEIROTOROF A CHILDWITHSEIZURES. MR. AXLEROD IS POWERFULAND SUCCESSFUL-
BECAUSE HE IS REALAS WELL.

WE HEARD FROM A GREAT FRIEND OF ISRAEL, SENATORMIKE JOHANNS FROM NEBRASKA, WHO
TALKED ABOUTHIS TRIPTOISRAELAS A GOVERNORDURING THE CELEBRATION OF JERUSALEM’S 3000™
ANNIVERSARY. HE IS A RELIGIOUS CHRISTIAN, WHO QUOTES THE BIBLE IN SUPPORTOF ISRAEL, BUT
WHAT WAS MOST TOUCHING ABOUT HIS PRESENTATION IS THATHE TALKED ABOUT HOW POWERFULTHIS
TRIP TOISRAELWAS BECAUSE HE WENT WITHHIS WIFE, AND HOW MUCH HE BECAME CONNECTED
TOISRAELBECAUSE OF HER. THIS WAS A MAN SPEAKING HONESTLY: ISRAELPENETRATED HIM; HE
SPOKE ABOUTITIN A PERSONALWAY, AS A FAMILY AND A PERSON WHO SHARES THE MOST
IMPORTANTTHINGS WITH THE WOMAN HE LOVES AND SHARES HIS LIFEWITH. HE TALKED ABOUT HOW
ISRAEL'S SECURITY AND WELLBEING MATTERED TOHIM. WHEN HE SAID, “| CARE ABOUT ISRAEL,”
30 CYNICAL RABBIS FELTHE CARED; WE BELIEVED HIM. AND HIS SINCERITY AND HUMBLENESS
WERE PALPABLE BECAUSE HE, TOO, SEEMED LIKEHE REALLYFELTSOMETHING INSIDE, AND WAS
REALLYTALKING ABOUT WHAT PENETRATES DEEPLY INTOHIS SOUL.

DENNIS ROSS, ON THE OTHERHAND, COULDHAVE TOLDUS SUCH A HEARTWRENCHING STORY ABOUT
HOW HE HAD WORKED ON PEACE AND OSLO FORSO MANY YEARS ONLY FORIT TOCRASH AND BURN
WITH ARAFAT'S REJECTIONOF CAMP DAVID AND THE BEGINNING OF A WAR OF TERRORON |SRAEL
WHICH CLAIMED OVERA THOUSAND JEWISH LIVES. BUTDENNIS ROSS DIDN’TSHARE ANY OF HIS
FEELINGS OF FAILURE, OR DOUBT, EVEN ABOUT DEALING WITHIRAN. HE WAS A CLOSED BARREL,AND
NONE OF US FELTANY CONNECTION TOWHATHE SAID. IRAN, ISRAEL, THE MIDDLE EAST, SDEIROT— IT
ALLSEEMED TONOTBE A REALITY,BUT A BUNCH OF ECHOES THATARE SENTSCAMPERING AWAY
THROUGH SMOOTH, DIPLOMATIC STATEMENTS. WHAT ABOUT THE DEADLINE OF DEALING WITH IRAN
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BY THE END OF SEPTEMBER? NO, THATWAS ONLY A DEADLINE WHEN THE G-8 WOULD “TAKE
STOCK” OF THE SITUATION. HMM, “TAKE STOCK”.

IN TRACTATEROSH HASHANA, THE MISHNA TELLSUS THATTHE MITZVAH OF SHOFARIS NOT BLOWING
THE SHOFARBUT HEARING THE SHOFAR: HATOKEIAH LTOCH HABOR— ONE WHO BLOWS INTOA PIT, OR
INTOA CISTERNORINTOA BARREL,IFHE CAN HEARTHE SOUND OF THE SHOFAR—PURE — HE HAS
PERFORMED HIS DUTY, BUT IFHE HEARS ONLY THE ECHO, HE HAS NOT PERFORMED HIS DUTY. IT'S NOT
ABOUTHOW IT'S BLOWN, IT'S A MATTEROF WHAT YOU HEAR. — quoting the Tur. “LAV BITKIYA TALYA
MILTA ELAH B'SHOME’AH” SO THE B’'RACHA ACCORDING TO ALMOST EVERYONE IS “LISHMOA KOL
SHOFAR’— TOHEAR THE SOUND OF THE SHOFAR. .. TOREALLYHEAR THE SOUND OF THE SHOFAR— TOLET
THOSE SOUNDS THATWE HEARreally PENETRATE US; TOTAKE THEM SERIOUSLY RATHERTHAN
DEFLECTING THEM.

THERE ARE ALWAYS SHOFAROTGOING OFF: WHETHERTHEY ARE IN ISRAEL, SIRENS FROM ROCKETS, OR
WHETHERTHEY ARE IN AMERICA — FROM ANTI-SEMITIC GRAFFITI, VIOLENCE IN GENERAL, OR THE
VOICES OF THOSE AROUND US WHO ARE HURTING FROM THE ECONOMY — THE QUESTION IS WHETHER
WE HEAR THOSE SHOFAROT,AND WHETHERWE LETTHOSE QUIET OR LOUD SHOUTS TOUCH OURHEARTS,
ORDO WE TURNTHE SHOFARSOUND INTOMERELY AN ECHO.

LISHMOA KOLSHOFARIS ABOUTMAKING OURSELVES VULNERABLE, PULLING DOWN OURDEFENSES,
NOTKEEPING OURINSIDES — OURKISHKES — SAFE... GOD COMMANDS US TOTAKE THATRISK — THE
RISK OF TAKING REALITYSERIOUSLY, TAKING THIS DANGEROUS AND TUMULTUOUS WORLDSERIOUSLY.

IT'S EASY TOLETTHE EXPERIENCES OF LIFE, THE SAD ONES, THE FUNNY ONES, EVEN THE JOYOUS
ONES, BOUNCE OFFOF US, AS AN ECHO DOES, ORTOCOMPARTMENTALIZE THEM AND BOTILETHEM
UP UNTILTHEY GO AWAY. BUTWE NEED TOBE BRAVE TOBEGIN THE NEW YEAR BY REALLY
HEARING, ALLOWING THE SHOFAROF LIFETO PENETRATE TO THE DEEPEST CORNERS OF OURHEARTSAND
SOULS.

T’KA B’SHOFARGADOL LE'CHERUTEINU— WE ASK GOD TOBLOW THE SHOFAR, BUT ITIS OUR
RESPONSIBILITY TOHEAR THE SHOFAR— WHAT DOES ITTELLUS? TO RETURNTOISRAEL? TO RETURNTO
A MITZVAH WE DID AS A KID BUTHAVEN'TDONE SINCE? TO REACH OUTTOSOMEONE WE HAVE
BEEN AVOIDING? ONLY WE CAN FIGURE OUTWHAT ITIS TELLINGUS, AND WE STARTBY OPENING UP
AND LETTING THE SOUND OF THE SHOFARIN. SO AS WE NOW HEAD TOTHE MITZVAH OF HEARING THE
SHOFAR,MAY GOD BLESS US ALLWITH THE STRENGTH TOHEAR THE SHOFAROTOF LIFEAND TO TAKE
THE RISK OF LETTING THEM PENETRATE OURSOULS, TOHEARGOD’S MESSAGE FORUS AND TOBE
TRANSFORMED BY HONESTLY LISTENING — LISHMOA KOLSHOFAR— TOHEARTHE SOUND OF THE SHOFAR
DESPERATELY TRYING TOGET IN AND MAKE US LIVE THIS YEAR OF 5770 WITH HONESTY AND
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INTEGRITY, NOTAS AN ECHO, NOTHIDING IN A BARREL,BUTAS A REALJEW AND A REALHUMAN
BEING.
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