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Gmar Chatima tova!

Baruch Hashem! From up here on the Bima I get to look out and see Anshe 
Sholom in all its glory.  “Berov am hadrat melech” – the true glory of God the 
King comes from the greatness of the people and the number of people coming 
together to be in God’s house.  

But I’m also aware as I look out on all of my fellow daveners that we have 
experimented with a hybrid seating plan: a mixture of open and reserved 
seating.  Anyone who wants to reserve a seat ahead of time is able to do so, 
but you don’t have to.  And about half of the seats are reserved and half are 
open.

I don’t want to inquire tonight how many of you reserved a seat and are not 
sitting in it, and I really don’t want to know who didn’t reserve a seat and is 
sitting in someone else’s reserved seat.  At Anshe Sholom we value making 
people feel comfortable and welcome – and everyone in this room, wherever 
they are seated is welcome and beloved.

But no one, this year or last, even as a joke, asked me if there was any prayer 
or b’racha for getting a good seat or a good neighbor.  Whether you have a 
reserved seat or not, and whether you are an serious davener, an occasional 
talker, or a schmoozing addict, one would think you might want to appeal to 
the Almighty to be seated next to the appropriate person.  And actually, while 
there is no b’racha for a good neighbor, there is a Yehi Ratzon that many say 
every day. It’s right on page 63 of the Birenbaum:

Yehi ratzon… milfanecha… shetatzileini hayom uvechol yom me’adam ra, 
umechaveir ra umishachen ra

But this prayer is in the singular. And it is not an official b’racha – it doesn’t 
start or end with “Blessed art thou God…” It’s more like a private 
supplication. The official b’racha that precedes it talks about: “harchikeinu 
me’adam ra umichaver ra…” – as a society, in the plural, we ask God to keep us 
away from bad people, and even bad friends… but not bad neighbors – not from 
a shachein ra.

This is because Judaism believes that if you are in a Jewish communal 
structure – especially a holy community such as a shul –there is no such thing 
as a bad neighbor.  Anyone you are sitting next to when you are in shul, has 
the potential to inspire you to be a better Jew – to be a better davener, to do 
t’shuva better, to make you more excited about Torah and our tradition.  If 
they are in shul, they are good neighbors.



Yes, you may have to say to the person sitting next to you who wants to 
schmooze with you, “Let’s continue this conversation after shul…”  But if that 
person is in shul, they are a “shachein tov.”

And I hope that our shul is one where whoever comes in not only feels 
welcome and not judged, but also feels that they can sit anywhere and the 
person next to them, though different in perhaps many ways, will be a 
neighbor whom they can trust, a neighbor who will reach out to them, a 
neighbor who elevates them in some way.

Listen to the Rambam :  READ QUOTE

Only someone who stays away – who rejects the community – is a bad neighbor, 
a “shachein ra”; if you are here you may be a sinner, but you are by definition a 
good neighbor, a “shachein tov”.

Anshe Sholom gets its strength and vibrancy from all the shecheinim tovim, 
the good neighbors, who come here: yes, we have talkers and schmoozers and 
loud daveners and soft daveners and those that shake and those that mumble, 
those that come to find a community and those that come to find God.  Some 
come because of their parents, some come despite their parents, everyone 
comes because they choose to come.  A diverse group, and everyone has their 
own path and their own connection to God – and sometimes their own 
definition of God.  Some are on the Right on Israel, some are on the left on 
Israel and some have their own definition of Zionism. But we are all good 
neighbors, we are all coming together into this Beit Haknesset and no one 
here, whether you are sitting next to them or far away from them is a “bad 
neighbor. And whether you come every day, or twice a day as I hope more and 
more will – or once a year – we need you at Anshe Sholom – you are 
contributing yourself to our community.

So tonight, on Yom Kippur, as our Board Chairman Adam Levine speaks to you 
about the Yom Kippur appeal, I hope that we not only think about being part of 
the shul, a holy institution that we care about and want to flourish, but also 
that we can turn the Yom Kippur Appeal into a statement about ourselves: 
that we ourselves understand that we are good neighbors, that we think 
about why we have chosen to come here tonight, why have we made the choice 
to connect with everyone around us.  The Rambam and our rabbis have 
confidence in us that we are good neighbors; now it’s time for us to have 
confidence in ourselves, that we are a critical part of Anshe Sholom and the 
Jewish people, that we are “shecheinim tovim” the good neighbors who have 
something to contribute and that Anshe Sholom, this synagogue right here, 
really needs us.  And if we realize how much of a role we play as good 
neighbors in our shul and our community, then we can be confident that God 
will see that as well, and will bless us with a Sweet New Year, a year of 
growth and a year of being the good neighbors that our tradition knows we 
can be.
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